MI5 SECRETS|
‘SPURNED

By IAN HENRY Oid

Bailey Correspondenn

HE K GCB turned down the chance of

acquiring a hoard‘af British
by totally ignoring: fhree offers

drsnl[usxoned MIS man

Old Bailey jury was told yesrerday..‘,- P

-Michae! Bettaney,

RS
to’ spy “for ‘them, -

. a mrddle-rankmg'

counter- -espionage agent. was said to have;\,
made three midnight visits to the' London

home of a Russian Embassy official: to delwem
letters offering his- services.

Two of the letters mrluded coples of
secret: papers,” the /\\loungy General, ‘S

Michael Havers QC, told the trial. ‘But; the :

Russian, whom Bettancy believed was a se !
KGB man, made: no
attempt to develop the -

contact.

Bettaney was’ abnut to
fly to Vienna to trv his luck
with the K G B there when
he ‘was arrcsted, said Sir
Michael, - .
Too secret for

Havers to see

And it was only when

Special Branch men scarched

his home menulsduE Surrey,

thal they found the
oot il
Kremlin had spurned.

Sir Michael said that some ol
the maierial is 50 sensitive that
it will nol he shown to the
jury—"1indeccd, I have not even
seen it mysell.

“You will appreciate that
there are certain malters which

‘annet be in the
sl to pass round,

Lass of thew documents to

the Russians would have done )

grave damage 10 the nation.
But Sic Michae! said the jury
would be able to sce some
material, including the ** Kuss
order of batile in l,n,
The mnl nr

is hcms: hetd id sccree
preccedented  in ln"hsh peace.
time legal history,

following a 38minute out.
tine in public by Sir \{u.lm-
the  hearing  tomtinued  Cin
camera with Press and public
excluded. -

The rest  of  the  trial,
expected to last about a week,
will be held in secret.

The court is lockell, and the

‘W

B o
masked with wooden:
A scrambler telephone Nnl
Whitehall has been- installed:
a locked and guarded room, and,
all witnesses, including security
service oflicials ' will enter and
feave ctourt via the judge's

cnlrance,
The court is being repeatediy

if by sccurity technicians
Tor any Imgmng devices.

Bettaney, a plumpfaced 33.
told Oxford graduate ‘who
1s in the security services for
eight years, denies 10 cha|gcs

Full rgparl—l'.'! .

ol offering his services 1o the
Russians.  planning  a  dead
feiter-box delivery system, and
copy m“ seorets,

Flanked in the dock by. \hrn
prison  officers.  he = made

cusional, notes, . peering
through wirc-rimmed glasses,
during  Sir Michael’s ‘apening
st#ement.

Heis the frst M3 man ever
ta be brought to trial on spving
chargN No case has been

heard in such sccrecy since the

Continued on Back ‘P, Col 3

SECRETS

. By IAN HENRY
Continued from Page One

traitor  George, "Blake was
jailed in 1961 at the Otd Bailey.
The Almrneyl.envral said
Betluney made three visits tast
spring and summer to  the
home . of Arkadi  Vasilyevich
Gouk, who was a first seeretary
at lhe Soviet Embassy.
The first lelter he left’ said
he had information which would
be of special inlerest to the
ceniral committee of the KG B,
As well as including secce
‘he gave details of a complicate d

dead letterdox system o be
used for the deliverics of fur
ther classified information.

If the Russians were inter-
ested, they were fo leave a
nrawmg pin in a certain bannis-
ter rai) at  Piccadilly Tube
station.

Sir Mithael said that in
rcspnmo. Bettaney would wrap
tape round a phonce
ublr in a specified call! \m‘( off
Oxlord Street 1o signify that he
was ready.

He would then leave a flm
canister taped to the lid of
the cistesn in the gents’ Jave
tory ‘at the Academy Cinema
in Oxford Street. i
i Au. alernative system in-
volved a pin-stuck in a bus
timetable on a_stop in Holland
Park Avenue, ‘and sccrels left’
in a Carlsberg lager can beside
a lamp-past in Greenford, lht
Russians were to signal recei
by )cavuLg orange peel outsi c
a park ntar'Euston station.

But, the jury was told, the
Russiang gave ' no sign of
interest, Even when Bettaney—
according to Sir Michael —
phoned -Gouk at:a prearranged
time, nobody answered.

DENIAL BY‘.BUSSIANS
So-called’ case

OuR DIPLOMATIC STAFF writes:
The Saviet j:mbnss yesterday
atically denied that any
of its employees had ever had
any form of costact with
Botange e -
A statement said: The
Soviet Embassy categoricaNy
rejects any, insinuation.. with
regard 1o the so-called Bammcy
case, and Sstrongly states that
none  of thie  Soviet officials
knew Btttal\ey, none got in
touch with him, or received ill:yl
materials from him,
“An  utterupt by some {
circles to link the so-called Bet- !
taney. Case with the, bavu»l:
Embassy has obviously been .
provoked by-ill4ntentionedspur-!
poses and is aimed at damaging
the normal development of the
SovietBritish relations.” H
——
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